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FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS 

1. PLEASE RELAY THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO MINISTER FACIO 
FROM ME CONGRATULATING HIM ON HIS RECENT STATEMENTS RE- 
GARDING THE STATUS OF PUERTO RICO: 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

I WISH TO EXPRESS MY SINCERE PERSONAL APPRECIATION FOR 
THE RESPONSIBLE, TIMELY AND UNBIASED PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
WHICH YOU MADE RECENTLY ABOUT THE ISSUE OF PUERTO RICAN 
INDEPENDENCE. I RESPECT THE INTEGRITY WHICH YOU DISPLAYED 
IN DISCUSSING THIS CONTROVERSIAL ISSUE IN SUCH A FRANK AND 
STRAIGHT-FORWARD MANNER AT THIS TIME WHEN THE UNITED 
NATIONS IS PREPARING FOR ITS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. BY EX- 
PRESSING YOUR SUPPORT OF THE AUTONOMOUS RIGHT OF THE 
PUERTO RICAN PEOPLE TO DECIDE FOR THEMSELVES WHAT FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT THEY BELIEVE TO BE APPROPRIATE. YOU PLACED 
PRINCIPLE OVER FASHION. IN DOING SO YOU PROVIDED ONE MORE 
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DESERVED REPUTATION IN INTERNATIONAL CIRCLES FOR MATURITY 
AND INDEPENDENCE OF THOUGHT. 

END QUOTE. 
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